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Apostles- Andrew 

Luke 6:12-16 

 

Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went 

out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 

God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples 

to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 

named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 

Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of 

James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 

 

Group One: 

 

1. Simon called Peter,  

2. Andrew,  

3. James,  

4. John.   

 

Peter, James, and John’s names get mixed around in the list, 

Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one. 

 

Group Two: 
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1. Philip,  

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael,  

3. Matthew,  

4. Thomas. 

 

Always group two in every list.   

The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas get 

mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two. 

 

Group Three: 

 

1. James the son of Alphaeus,  

2. Simon the Zealot,  

3. Judas son of James,  

4. Judas Iscariot. 

 

Always the same in every list. 

 

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the 

names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get 

mixed. 

 

James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four 

and Judas is always the last name of the twelve. 
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Andrew   

 

"Andrew" is a Greek name that means "manly, brave, manhood, 

or valour." 

 

He was the first to be called to be Jesus' disciple and in the 

Orthodox tradition, he is referred to as the "First-called." 

 

His name was quite common in the early first century among 

Jews, Christians, and other Hellenized people from that region. 

There is no equivalent name in Hebrew or Aramaic. 

 

Andrew was the first to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. 

 

Andrew and his brother Peter were born in the village of 

Bethsaida. 

 

John 1:44, Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 

and Peter.  

 

Later, they had moved to Capernaum, which was the fishing 

centre on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee.  They lived 

together.  They operated a fishing business together there. 

 

1. A change of leader 

 

Andrew, prior to his call to join the group of Christ’s disciples, 

was a devoted disciple of John the Baptist.  
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One day, when he was in the company of John and another 

disciple, a carpenter from Galilee passed by and John pointed 

Him out as “the Lamb of God”.  

 

Andrew and the other disciple immediately left John and went 

after Jesus to get to know Him better.  

 

We are not told who the other disciple was, but we do know 

that something began in Andrew’s heart that prepared him for 

the direct call of Christ.  

 

There had been many great spiritual leaders in Israel, but none 

so great as Jesus: others could proclaim Him, but none could 

equal Him. 

 

John 1:35-40, Again, the next day, John stood with two of his 

disciples. 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold 

the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and 

they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them 

following, said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, 

“Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), “where are 

You staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 

and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day 

(now it was about the tenth hour). 40 One of the two who heard 

John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. 
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So, what we know about Andrew initially is that he was a 

follower of John the Baptist.   

 

That tells us that he was listening to John the Baptist preach.  He 

was eager because the message of John the Baptist was that the 

Messiah was coming. 

 

Andrew was eager for the Messiah's arrival.  He would have 

been caught up in all that messianic expectation, all that thrill 

of the fact that the fulfilment of Davidic and Abrahamic promise 

was near because Messiah was coming.  That was the message 

of John the Baptist. 

 

No doubt, therefore, he is a devout Jew. 

No doubt hoping for the arrival of Messiah.   

 

It is evident from this passage that Peter also was hoping for the 

arrival of Messiah.  That though Peter and Andrew were not 

prominent religiously, they were religious.  They were 

committed to the worship of the true God and the coming of 

the Messiah and the fulfilment of covenant promise. 

 

A fisherman from Capernaum in Galilee who travelled all the 

way down the Jordan to hear John preach because he was living 

in the hope of the coming of Messiah. 
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It is surprising how many Christians follow an earthly leader 

more than they follow their heavenly Leader. There were some 

like this in the church at Corinth! 

 

1 Corinthians 1:12, Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am 

of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of 

Christ.” 

 

It is important to respect God’s chosen leaders, but not to 

idolise them and make them equal with Christ. Remember—a 

leader proclaims Christ but does not equal Him. 

 

2. Introduces his family to Messiah 

 

Having left John the Baptist to seek Jesus and get to know Him 

more intimately, Andrew is so thrilled with his first encounter 

with Christ that he hastens to find his brother, Simon Peter, and 

joyfully introduces him to Jesus.  

 

John 1:41-42, He first found his own brother Simon, and said to 

him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated, the 

Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked 

at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be 

called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone). 

 

Although a seemingly simple act, that introduction made a great 

impact, not only on Simon Peter personally, but on the ages to 

come.  



7 
 

Simon Peter became the one to whom Christ gave the keys of 

the kingdom, and through his thrilling, Spirit-anointed sermon 

on the Day of Pentecost, opened its gates to thousands of newly 

converted souls.  

 

Little did Andrew know what impact that simple introduction 

was to have. 

 

After this initial meeting, Peter and Andrew went back to 

Galilee, Capernaum and continued their fishing career.  

 

When you introduce someone to Jesus, you just cannot tell 

what the outcome of that introduction will be? 

Nor what the future may hold for that person? 

 

Have you ever introduced anyone to Christ?  

 

Ask the Lord to help you do this today. 

Mark 16:15, And He said to them, “Go into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creature. 

 

3. Leaves everything to Follow Jesus 

 

Later may be after dew months Jesus comes to Galilee after a 

ministry in Jerusalem, Judea. Jesus meets with these two 

brothers again.   
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At the same time, He comes across two other brothers, James, 

and John.   

 

All four of them are fishermen in the Sea of Galilee.   

 

The record of that meeting is found in Matthew. 

 

Matthew 4:18-20, And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw 

two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He 

said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 

 

So here these four are called by Jesus to be disciples, and they 

make up the intimate circle, Peter, James, John, and Andrew. 

 

Andrew was very privileged to have met Jesus at the very day 

when Jesus was announced as the Messiah. 

 

As commentators have often pointed out, when Jesus selected 

His disciples, He chose men who were already busily engaged in 

a task and, to some extent, successful at it.  

 

Luke 16:10, He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in 

much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in 

much. 

 

In doing this, did Jesus follow the principle outlined? 
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It would seem so.  

What do you think? 

 

4. Willing Helper 
 

As Jesus preaches and teaches the people on the shores of 

Galilee, great crowds are drawn to Him. On this occasion, being 

some distance from the nearest town and because the people 

are hungry, a problem arises as to how they are going to be fed. 

Philip points out that even if it were possible to buy food, the 

cost would be too great. 

 

John 6:6-9, But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew 

what He would do. 7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii 

worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them 

may have a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley 

loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?” 

 

Andrew, overhearing these words, brings a young boy to Jesus 

who has with him five small loaves and two fishes.  

 

Jesus blesses the small supply and, miraculously, enough food 

is distributed to meet everyone’s need.  

 

Later, when some Greeks ask Philip if they can be introduced to 

Jesus, he appeals to Andrew for help. No doubt by this time 
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Andrew had clearly revealed what seems to be his uppermost 

characteristic: that of being a willing helper. 

 

From that little boy's lunch that his mother had prepared that 

morning, He feeds tens of thousands of people. 

 

Let your mind dwell on this characteristic of Andrew for a 

moment that of being a willing helper. 

 

Ask yourself:  

Is that self-same characteristic to be found in you?  

 

The thought is not just of being a helper, but a willing helper. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:28, And God has appointed these in the 

church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after 

that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. 

 

5. Brought Gentile to Jesus 

 

John 12:20-22, Now there were certain Greeks among 

those who came up to worship at the feast. 21 Then they came 

to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, 

saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip came and told 

Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 
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Andrew was the bringer of people to Jesus.  And together they 

went to Jesus and told him.  We can assume that the people 

came. 

 

Philip did not know what to do with them.  He was confused. 

Andrew was not confused. When somebody wanted to see 

Jesus, he brought them to Jesus.   

 

What Andrew thought Jesus would want.  He come into the 

world to save sinners.  Andrew have assumed that there would 

not be anybody Jesus would not want to see. 

 

What do we learn about Andrew?   

He was a missionary.   

He brought people to Jesus.   

He had no prejudice.   

He brought Gentiles, Gentiles.   

 

He knew that Jesus had first declared His messiahship to a 

Samaritan woman.  

 

He not only was open and without prejudice, but he had faith.  

Philip, he had not the faith to believe that Jesus could do 

anything to meet the crowd, and Philip failed the test.   

 

 

 

 



12 
 

6. Good leaner 

 

Mark 13:1-4, Then as He went out of the temple, one of His 

disciples said to Him, “Teacher, see what manner of stones and 

what buildings are here!” 2 And Jesus answered and said to 

him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be 

left upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 3 Now as He 

sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the 

temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him 

privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will 

be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?” 

 

Jesus spent a good deal of His time teaching His disciples and 

preparing them for their future ministry in His Church. On this 

occasion, when one of the disciples remarked to Jesus how well-

built and how magnificent were the Temple buildings, the 

Master turned to them and predicted their utter destruction. 

 

This prediction disturbed the disciples somewhat, and four of 

them—Peter, James, John and Andrew—approached Christ 

privately and asked Him to tell them precisely when the event 

would take place. 

 

What would be the signs that would precede it?  

Andrew, no doubt, learned a lot from Jesus, not just by listening 

to what He said, but by asking Him pointed questions. 
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Good learners are not people who merely sit and absorb the 

words of their teacher, but who are alert enough to ask sharp, 

incisive questions.  

 

Are you a questioning person?  

Never be afraid to ask a question it could mean the difference 

between understanding and confusion. 

 

Matthew 11:29, Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for 

I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.  

 

Historical records of Andrew: 

 

He was crucified in the city of Patras, possibly in 69 CE. Instead 

of being nailed, he was tied to the cross because the proconsul 

wanted him to suffer more. 

 

Some legends claim his cross was in the form of an X, at his 

request. He did not feel worthy enough to be crucified on the 

cross of the same shape as the Lord. 

 

Nonetheless, an X-shaped cross is typically referred to as a 

“Saint Andrew’s Cross.” 

 

Patras is in Achaea on the northern coast of the Peloponnese. 

Additional relics are kept at the Vatican, and in Scotland and 

Poland. 



14 
 

 

 
 

 

Andrew’s bones come to Scotland 

 

How did the bones of Saint Andrew come to Scotland?  

 

There are two versions: 

First a pious fable: 

 

Saint Regulus (later known as Rule), a Greek monk and keeper 

of St Andrew's relics at Patras, was told in a vision to set hide 

some of the relics until further instruction. A few days later, the 

emperor Constantine removed the remaining parts of Andrew's 

body to Constantinople. 

 

An angel again appeared and told Rule to take the bones he had 

hidden and go west by ship. Wherever they were shipwrecked 

he should lay the foundations of a church. The angel foretold 
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how pilgrims would travel to this shrine from all parts of the 

West to receive health of body and soul. 

 

Saint Rule's ship was driven ashore by a storm onto the 

headland of Muckross in Fife, into the little village of Kilrymont 

(later St Andrews). Halfway between the Castle and the harbour 

is said to be Saint Rule's cell. 

 

At the time Saint Rule landed, the Apostle appeared to the 

Pictish King, promising victory to his enemies. In gratitude, the 

King confirmed the dedication of St. Regulus Church to God and 

Saint Andrew. 

 

Second (and probably more reliable) explanation says that the 

bones were brought to St Andrews by Acca, Bishop of Hexham 

(near Newcastle), a well-known venerator of Saint Andrew. 

 

Around the year 832AD the Northumbrian King Athelstane is 

said to have camped at what is now Athelstaneford in East 

Lothian before his battle with the Picts under King Angus mac 

Fergus.  

 

Saint Andrew appeared to Angus in a dream and promised 

victory. During the battle, a saltire cross was seen in the sky, 

putting heart into the Scots (note, this was not jumbo-jet 

vapour trails or even necessarily a cloud formation!). 
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Athelstane was killed at the ford over the Cogtail burn. In 

gratitude, Angus gave gifts to the church of Saint Regulus at St 

Andrews. He then ordered the Cross of Saint Andrew to be the 

badge of the Picts. 

 

Whatever route the bones of Saint Andrew may have taken, we 

do know that in AD 908, the only bishopric in Scotland was 

transferred from Abernethy (the royal residence) to St 

Andrews. Subsequently, the town rapidly became famous as a 

pilgrimage site. 

 

Increase in popularity 

 

Scottish soldiers fighting in the Crusades honoured Saint 

Andrew as Patron of Christian Knighthood. 

 

In 1318 St. Andrew's Cathedral was dedicated and became 

known as the Canterbury of the North. It was the largest church 

in Scotland before the Reformation. In 1411 Saint Andrew's 

University was founded and sixty-one years later, the See of St. 

Andrews was raised to Metropolitan status. 

 

At the Reformation, the great Morbrac (reliquary) which carried 

the bones of the saint and weighed one third of a ton, was 

destroyed. The street games, the festivities, the fireworks, and 

the processions with evergreens, which used to take place on 

30 November, were banished for ever. 
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Andrew's significance to the Scots 

What did Saint Andrew mean to the Scots?  

 

When, in 1603, the new King James I and VI tried to make one 

united flag, the Scots resisted because the saltire cross had 

been given an inferior position in the design. Scottish ships at 

sea persisted in flying the Saint Andrew's Cross. 

 

The Union Jack was the official flag from the Union of the 

Parliaments in 1707. But, while the red Lion Rampant is the 

proper Royal flag for Scotland and the Thistle the national 

badge, official heraldic decrees state that the national flag and 

arms of Scotland are the Saint Andrew's Cross. 

 

Saint Andrew is patron of Russia and Greece but has special 

significance for the Scots. The Declaration of Arbroath (1320), 

written by Scottish clergymen to Pope John XXII, was an appeal 

to the Pope against the English claim that Scotland fell within 

the jurisdiction of the Archbishop of York. 

 

The Declaration argues that the Scots were a distinct people 

who had long enjoyed the protection of Saint Andrew, brother 

of Saint Peter. Saint Andrew is described in the Declaration of 

Arbroath as "our patron or protector". 

 

At the Battle of Bannockburn, near Stirling in 1314, the Scottish 

soldiers had worn the white cross of St Andrew on their tunics 
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and before the battle began, they knelt in prayer, invoking his 

protection. 

 

His feast is celebrated on November 30th, which is supposedly 

the day of his death. 

 

Lessons: 

 

Andrew was the first recorded disciple of Christ and his first 

action as a disciple was to seek out his brother, Simon Peter, 

and bring him to Jesus.  

 

This makes Andrew, not just the first disciple, but the first 

evangelist too.  

 

Some commentators refer to Andrew as “the overshadowed 

saint”, in that he appears to be constantly overshadowed by his 

more ebullient and outgoing brother.  

 

Despite this, however, Andrew continues with his task of 

serving Christ, and excels as “a bringer of others to Jesus”.  

 

First, he brought his brother, then the lad with the loaves and 

fishes, and later the Greeks. 

 

What, then, is the main lesson of Andrew’s life? 
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Though overshadowed by his more energetic and outgoing 

brother, he continues his ministry and service in a gracious and 

selfless manner.  

 

People may remember Peter for his great spiritual exploits, but 

in eternity there will be an equally great reward for Andrew the 

man through whom the whole story of Peter began. 

 

“Church of Andrews!”  

 

How many pastors would want a church of Peters? 

It would be too quarrelsome! 

 

Many would be willing for Thomas to go to their church. 

 

My personal prayer is that let our church be church of Andrews! 

 

Simple, loving men, content to bring people to Jesus.  

Men like him are so valuable because everybody can be an 

Andrew.  

Not a greatly gifted man, but a greatly faithful man. 

Not a man who would dispute with Peter as to who should be 

primate, or with John and James as to who shall sit on the left 

hand of Christ and who on the right, but a man who simply, 

humbly, and lovingly does the work that lies nearest to him.  

 

He surely is of those last in the world’s estimate who are first in 

the Kingdom of God. 


