94;" ‘%\> World Christian Fellowship
)

\( O\QM www.wcflondon.com

wcflondon@gmail.com
4
v Heaver on crtl

Election

The biblical usage of “election” has absolutely nothing to do
with salvation contrary to the teaching of Calvinism. Calvin
summarizes this foundational doctrine in his book Institutes of
the Christian Religion(Book 3 chapter 21): “Of the eternal
election, by which God has predestinated some to salvation,
and others to destruction.” He qualifies his summary by stating:

The predestination by which God adopts some to the hope of
life, and adjudges others to eternal death, no man who would
be thought pious ventures simply to deny...By predestination
we mean the eternal decree of God, by which he determined
with himself whatever he wished to happen with regard to
every man. All are not created on equal terms, but some are
preordained to eternal life, others to eternal damnation; and,
accordingly, as each has been created for one or other of these
ends, we say that he has been predestinated to life or to death.
(Calvin Institutes 3:21:5: 06)

Calvinist James White reiterates Calvin’s words demonstrating
that Calvin meant what he said. White states: “God elects a
specific people unto Himself without reference to anything they
do. This means the basis of God’s choice of the elect is solely
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within Himself. His grace, His mercy, His will. It is not man’s
actions, works, or even foreseen faith, that “draws” God’s
choice. God’s election is unconditional and final”. (James R.
White, The Potter’s Freedom, Amityville, NY: Calvary Press,
2000, p. 39) This is also echoed by Loraine Boettner, in The
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination

“The Doctrine of absolute Predestination of course logically
holds that some are foreordained to death as truly as others are
foreordained to life. The very terms ‘elect’ and ‘election’ imply
the terms ‘non-elect’ and ‘reprobation’. When some are chosen
out others are left not chosen. The high privileges and glorious
destiny of the former are not shared with the latter. Those who
hold the doctrine of Election but deny that of Reprobation can
lay but little claim to consistency. To affirm the former while
denying the latter makes the decree of predestination an
illogical and lop-sided decree. The creed which states the
former but denies the latter will resemble a wounded eagle
attempting to fly with but one wing.” (Loraine Boettner The
Reformed Doctrine of Predestination1932 from 2000 bible
study centre™ DIGITAL LIBRARY p. 104-5)

The good news, however, is that “election, elect, chosen” (and
the derivatives) are terms that have nothing to do with one’s
eternal destiny. Scripture does speak at length of “the elect”
and “the chosen” but these terms are devoid of the Calvinistic
sense of someone who has been chosen to receive eternal life.
The term ‘elect’ and its derivatives therefore are not salvific in



meaning but simply refer to persons or things that are chosen
for a particular purpose and the purpose has nothing to do with
eternal life. Once the definition of the word is established
biblically, the foundation of Calvinism will be undermined and
will collapse and arguing the tenants of TULIP will become
inapplicable.

The word elect (Greek verb: eklegomai ékAéyouat;, Hebrew
verb: bakharan2) means to choose, select. The elect or chosen
(as nouns or adjectives) are those people or things that have
been elected, selected, or chosen for a particular purpose by
someone. Scripture bears witness that elect and its derivatives
have nothing to do with someone being chosen specifically to
eternal life.

The Election of Priests, Kings, and Disciples

In the Old Testament, we see times when God chose, and
people chose.

God chose Levi to minister forever “... the LORD your God has
chosen [bakhar 702 Greek LXX eklexetai ekAeéntat] him...”
Deuteronomy 18:5 (see also 1 Chronicles 15:2)
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God chose Saul to be the first king of Israel. What is fascinating
about King Saul is that he was chosen both by God and the
people:

1 Samuel 10:24, yLIQUTEps FTLCeued  eTeOGVT
oarsismeryd  CprEd): sissi 015055 0% TesTL_aieneTL]
LUTRBISET,  FLOVS  QIBIS@HSGHOT@HLD 9 U%SHTF
FLOMGTLDTGSTOUGHT Q)GOeMGV TG TG, LIOLIT(LPSEI S968ITEI%H T
GTRUGVT(HLD Y TLILINSSEI: TTGYT UTLHS GTGHIMD T GIT.
(Hebrew and Greek are the same roots as above)...”

Two chapters later he was chosen by the people:

1 Samuel 12:13, @uiGungyd priser GouesTHLD 6TewTMY
Apods CsipsOsmes  gregm, @QCsm,  @QBSS DT
@Cam, sISB0 2 51%5@55 G @B TTRQTE6 6IHLI(HS D TTH.

Saul’s election by God had nothing to do with eternal life. Saul
was chosen, elected by God for the purpose to be king over
Israel and with that he had all of the potential to be a good king
and for his lineage to be the lineage of the Messiah.

Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD?

1 Samuel 15:19 & 22-23, Q@ LiLgudpss,
b sigsmeLw 0FTaemevsGsarTioe, 0% marenarulerGLoey
LD BG, HISSHELW LTTmuEGL QU TLiLITaTenSS
Oeuizsg GTGOTGHT GTGBID ITGYT. ASD&HF
FrLpCaued: SISSHEL W F555FD S5 SLHLILIY GEDenSL
LTISSeILd, FIaUTEIS SHTIBISE@FLD LIGNE@FHLD HISSH(HFHEGLI
Awomuil s Gom? LeSlenw iLnTisSeyd SLHLiLig Fey/Ld,
L (DSH L1556l 6T [51e8TE GG LILIMTS S @) LD
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OFalCETHSSVID 2 FFIOLD. 23. (@Q)IGHTL & LDLIGSTE)ISH 6D
196068 @ a3l LITeus B m & LD, (WPTL LML L_LDLIGST G S 6D
LS ESGLD NSETFTITSMETHGL FHWTL Q)(HSH DS
B0 BISSHOLW UTIS®SWL]  LDSHFHelGs L ullearTGov,
QUi o bentd  grRTTUITSLGSGL  LDESlSHS
BTN GSTTT 6TGSTMD TGHT.

It is only after repeated disobedience is Saul rejected and David
chosen to take his place. Saul’s election by God to be king had
nothing to do with eternal life and his removal from being king
likewise had nothing to do with eternal life, he was simply
removed from his post.

Saul is analogous to Judas in many ways because both he and
Judas were chosen yet they both forfeited their election.

John 6:70, @ Cws yeujsenear CBrs&). LeTest)(heugT®Hw
o migemar pae  0sApgOsmararallevenewr? [eklegomai
EKAEYOpOL] 2 EBIF @S GaT@HLD GheuesT LIFTFmul)(5s &) m mest
GTGSI/D ITH.

God elected David to be king and passed over the other seven
sons of Jesse.

1 Samuel 16:7-10 &5gs5 51 Caiemev Cprs&): b
@ agnien_w (LPFHDHES YLD, Qeusnien_w
FigeIeTiFRe WD LTTsSCUEHTLTLD; BT ()DL
UmaseilsCaer;  oeiapest LTIsSpLLg  prer  LTGIesT
LOGIHGT  (LPEHSSLI  LITFLILINGT; HFSs5CIT Q) (hsWwsHensL
umis@mrg eraiprd. 8. YU UTLpG FFTL 36T L
QD LPS S, <9/ U GO GITF FrLp Ceuey s @ (LPGTLITSHS
& L_[6%| GLITS L] LI GSoT 6w 6T ITG3T, 9] LI GV
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10. @uiug memul ser GLorgfed erwpGueny FripGeuays s
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FFTEHWIL] LIS S &ISS0 (3)alis e e & (156U GO GTIL| LD
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The choosing or election had nothing to do with eternal life
according to the Calvinist definition: God chose David because
of what He saw in the heart and He chose him to be king — not
for the purpose of eternal life.

See Luke 6:13; John 13:18, 15:16, 19; Acts 1:2, 24, 15:7
concerning Jesus choosing of the disciples, one of whom was a
devil (John 6:70).

The Election of Messiah and Angels

God’s election of Messiah further demonstrates that the term
election is devoid of the Calvinistic concept of eternal life.

Jesus, the Messiah-God-Incarnate, certainly has no need of
salvation or eternal life; He is the source of life!

Isaiah 42:1 & 49:7, @G, BreT YSHSEHD 61T FTFGT, BTGT
OsipgGClamesi_au@med, [LXX: eklektos ekAektog]  ereor
ABGFITSGL  Lfwwnetaim Q@erGr; erer Y ailenw
9uiGoed  9ogLiLicsiesfiGerer; eui Lm@THEEn% S
Burugens GleuedLiLi(h)Ss e my.



This very title was used of Jesus on the cross

Luke 23:35 Andthe people stood looking on. But even
the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him
save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

Peter further confirms God'’s election of the Messiah!

1 Peter 2:4 -6, oay|aypgTed FaTarLiLiL L gmullend, Gz eueTmed
OsAB&IC\sTaTOTLILIL L_GILD aflewevCupLiGlLIDDG
N IGETA]D) Ddaugyarer FHUGTHNILI LB Fev
CaipseuisariGw Bris@pLd, 5. gaugyerer sHaHearLiGLimTev
2,0l%6Gspn wreflewswnsaiw, @CuESDevg epevLomul
Caaueyn)s@HL Yfwwnesr 9 ailsCGaspm LIcSl&emarsd
O FVISHILOLILG & &L Lf&HSS Y FTIWSTn L L_LDTHeYLD
s Uil QeumSpiser. 6. ypsLiugGu:.  @Gsm,
OsABEIC\sTaTOTLILIL L_GILD aflewevCupLiGLIDDG
Tl BEFD  pdwssmevd FGlwrefled aeus s Gm et
9 BTG Loed @flgeunaLomul) (58 %) 6 GoT OeuaL]
LR B eTatn Causs® Gav GlFmededul(h8% m.

Jesus was unquestionably chosen, elected, predestined by God
to be the Messiah but His election was not for His salvation.
He was chosen by the Father to give us eternal life!

In a similar fashion we find that angels can be elected —
demonstrating that “elect” does not mean chosen to eternal life
Hebrews 2:16, o gevme), youi GCaeaugishs@ 2 sailwnss
w&0&TL M6y, Y gsmllar  FEsFEG 2 saflunss
®50HTHSS T,

The fact that God only offers salvation to mankind.



1 Timothy 5:21, 5 L1 5T$5CsnGL gamid GlFuiwmioeyLd,
MFThEGUPST  Bl(HRTW LD LIGTERTTLOSILD,  (Q)eeuSHemars
F155] BL_&GLDLILY,
Caouanis@Ld, HidsaTRW Q) CusxF HavF eys G L,

O3 BgQSTeTaTLILIL L SISBSGLD (LPGTLITH, 2 DI WTdis
s L_ewarudl (5% Gm et

The Election of Jerusalem

God also elected (chose) Jerusalem to be His city proving that
election has nothing to do with eternal life.

2 Chronicles 6:6, 1o BAOLD AOTEIGLD E@VFHTRTLOTS
T hFGevenioujd, et  @eaTorHw  Q)evrGeuederGLoe
AFUPuThs5E  srafewsus  6$H 5B 0% 1T GL 6t
GTGSI/D ITH.

1 Kings 8:44, /B o bpewLw @GIEISEET e/LiL|LD
AUl Gov 96 isaT HEISeT 55 (5%HSCATT(H 1SS LDLIGSTERTL
ypliu®d Gungy, i CsApSICsTEIL Q)5S BSISSHSGLD,
2 LH(LpEOL_W BTLDSHHIS S BAKT HL 1965 Q)bS WSS S LD
Crunss Higser GnrEs) af)ewTewnrLLILD 1166w e 6D,

1 Kings 11:32, gyermeuld 61T STFMTTH W STTSHISHHTHa LD,

[5ITGST @ avrGared Cx15 %) 7m15 61 6D GTGUGVTLD
OsiBgCsness  e1heGld  BHISSHESTEAYLD,  G(h
Cana%ILd 9 eieIs G Q) (HSSLD.



1 Kings 11:36, erar prwow  QNeTEIGLOLIGES, —[BIRT
03 pgI0sTess T BEHTLIRW 61(hFCVLAC 616 F(LpSHFH W
6T  SIFITHW  STAIHIES eIHBT@OHLL R0 aTsHE
Q) (BFF3555FMH, YU GHLOTINISHSH R CHM1HHTSMSS
Car® LIGLiew.

Psalms 132:13, sigss fCwrenensd OsHBa0sTes(®), 25
FLD& @ UTFOVSGLDTGLOLILG @) (BLDLIGeTTH.

In all of these verses we see that God has chosen or elected
Jerusalem for a purpose and the word election does not entail
eternal life.

The Election of False Gods and Foolish Things

In Corinthians we learn that God has chosen foolish, weak, base
and despised things.

1 Corinthians 1:27-28, @prasflsemer Geul sLiLIRSSHILOLILYG
Ga e et 2 VHSF & LIS B W LD TGSTGH 6L F W TS
YN EOE G ik LIGU(LPGTGTGY 6% 6O GIT Qeau sl
LBSHIDLILG CHaUeT 2 WEHEHV LIVaTGTLDTCTED 6% TS
O3 B&HOSTeTL_TF. 28. 2 GTATENCUSEET eULDTHGLOLILY,
2 WaHSFHT @) LfleureTeneuseanuLd,  9mLILDTO) W GRTESTL]
LIL L 6D@IFe®ETU LD, @)@ TH e 6HEETU|LD, Gz aueer
ALY NG

James 2:5, erewr LA wiones #Cxng5Gy, Ga@pmisar; Gz et
@aiaevsgder shFEFreng aFHaTFEF 60 @sHalfw e Tt
FATTHQYLD, SOOI FF® YTL|Fn(BHDUTE@BSSHS HTLD



QTS &S B 5 LD LI G865 6T TS eDSF N EEI )
auigaIEa b 65HEE 6% TaTaTalleemevwsm?

Not only is election used to describe God’s choosing of people,
places, and things for His special purposes, it is used for men’s
choosing of the true God and of false gods.

Joshua  24:22,  oiQumupgy Cungkeur  gesTBISmaT
Crra&): sigsers  GCoaig@ouy  BrSeT IS
OsiBa st D& BbEsGar o BS@HSGHF FTL FH6rT
GTGIMD TG, DSM & U THaT: BM15ISGeT FTL F&EGT 6TGIMD MHSGT.

Judges 10:14, 16815 6T Guimui, 2 BIF@HSEHTEHS
OsipsICsTes  Csaigsamer OCpras (penpull (B mi%eT
UFAT 2 BIFGT  YLSHAIT  FTVSHD 2 BIHEET
Q@I FFHL(HLD GTTDTH.

Luke 14:7, aIBpsHI5& YPpsSLILL L auiHer LBSFulled
(pSGETemoWTeT QL msmars 6sHpg0sTesTL_ o8 9j6ud
LITISSI, SeUTs@hs & @(h 2 U LW O\FTHIGTT]:

From the above verses is that election has nothing to do with
predestination to eternal life.

God chose priests, kings and Jerusalem for His purposes and

man chose both God and idols. We would be wrong to try to
insert the concept of predestination into the term election.

10



The Election of Israel

While election is made by God and men of people and places,
there is a usage that stands out uniquely in Scripture: God’s
chosen people, the elect, are the Israelites.

The title “chosen/elect” is in no less than eight verses in
Scripture.

The use of the title “elect” to describe Israel becomes very
important when we venture into the New Testament because it
clears up many theological, soteriological, and eschatological
issues.

1 Chronicles 16:12, 9joumen._w srsermsHw Q)ebrGeieder
FH3PCw!  yaugmed  CsABSICSTATOTLILIL L uiSHeTT®H W
wnsGasmiet LsFaGr!

1 Chronicles 16:13, O seed of Israel His servant, You children of
Jacob, His chosen ones!

Psalms 33:12, i3s3 $51%05% &S 005 WIeuLo1580)% TesTL
IHULD, Yol SEGHF FSHSILT5S 6lgMBSH 0% TewnTL
SOGI(LPLD LITSHF W (LPGITRTS.

Psalms 105:5, wyjoumenrw grgetnGuw L9585 mL0leT
FB5HCw!  eugtew  CgAKgOSTOTOTLILIL L QUiSeTTE W
wrEGsrier 4sH 16!

Psalms 105:6, O seed of Abraham His servant, You children of
Jacob, His chosen ones!
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Psalms 105:43, guopen_w @ergensd FanliGuribLd, HmLb
0% A B350 F T6HTL_ 61T 6T LI 5553 CHM(H) LD
LD LILIL L1 16ssTGHst,

Psalms 135:4, &iSS0 WisGHmenLF SLDSHETHGLD,
@avrGaiemevs B0 HF OB LOTFH e LD
LY ETOE G

Isaiah 45:4, Glaasws ssasmear 2 L%, Q@)BLLS
sTHLLITGIS®OT  WPPISS,  IABSHTISHD  QBSFD
OIS %) oy B1% e GTU LD, @aflLifL_g%ed QBEFD
LS WeOsmarud 2 e1%5&s OlarhLGUet  Brer  eres
srFen&w winsGsrialflgswpld, mreT 6)sMBa6lsTeuT
@evgGeucdlaflilgswpLd, BeT 2 aenarri OlLwFoFTeas)
MPSG, b eTTeST YPWAF(BBIHILD 2 6WTHG [BILOLD
5015 G

Isaiah  65:9, wisGarlledlpps @  FSuLb,
WETaied (BB 6T  LOMVFMTF  HSBSHLILIGIGHTULD
erpLoLiLiticsTewl Gauair,  paes  G)& B 0)%TeTL quisaT
Y®BF FHFHBSNS550sTe(®B), e1er 2 fluissTyg 9miGs
QUTFLD LI GSST G| QU T 5 GIT.

Isaiah  65:22, youjsar &L P@wgL, Ceaubmrpeus
G BSHDSILD, euiser BTGB mEILD, Coulnrmeud %esf)
UPER DG omBLLS O,  ablaretied  alpL 5SS et
BT STl iCLTey 61T SISBT BIL H6N (HSSGLD, BTG
OB MBS TR ITHAT FBIGGT MSHANGT B e WIS aT
QBB BrOTTL 2 BILIGILILITTSGT.
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The verses above demonstrate how God has specifically called
Israel, Jacob, the Seed of Abraham His chosen. Thus, the term
“the chosen” or “my chosen” and “the elect” is a reference to
ethnic Israel. This point is proven by Paul who, in a synagogue
on the Sabbath day in Antioch, read from the Law and Prophets
and then spoke to his fellow Jews.

Acts 13:16-17, /110 LimLpGI LIayed 6T(LPBF (BB, HHWLDTSF):
@avrGaievCGr,  GCzougmis@Lll UwWEs FLIFD FH@
oarnisGar,  GCasepmisar. 17 @eavgGeiewvgr&u ()55
oarsFaomLw  Cseuar  pLwdL W  LISTSEMETS

LS ENQEC O} eTH LI CXF-ZIA) 9 UTHET
ugCsRasarmuid FehFflssGLITg DTBISMaT 2 WISH), FLoF)
s FeTTGev BN (BBHSI S UTHEGTL]
LD LI LIL1GssT6Nd),

Thus, the election of Israel was true in the Old Testament and
the New Testament as well.

The “Few Chosen” Are Israelites

The definition of “the elect/chosen” have been established, let
us proceed to the teachings of Jesus, we must remember was
Himself Jewish.

In Matthew 22 Jesus, speaking with the Pharisees, compares
the Kingdom of Heaven to a King who prepared a wedding feast
for His Son.

Those that were invited to the wedding feast were not
interested in coming so the King sent His servants out calling
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everyone who would come. That the invited guests to the
wedding were the Israelites is certain. But the elect did not
make it to the wedding feast.

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees in Matthew 8:11, Gpsi
Fpas&id CupRebBrg aps, UTCTSITEWSF
2 LNTH LD FFTH G wingGsmy NG EA D ¢
LBSUNHLILITHS 6T,

There are also many passages in the Old Testament that speak
of the Messianic age in which the descendants of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob would be God’s special people.

For detail study the following Chapters in the book of Isaiah 2,
4, 11, 60-66).

Therefore, Jesus’ statement “For many are called, but few are
chosen,” (Matthew 22:14; & 20:16) must be interpreted in light
of who are the chosen, that is the Jews! The chosen, elect (the
Jews) were the ones to whom the promise of the Messianic Age
was first given.

However, when the bridegroom came they were not willing to
come and therefore God the Father gave instruction for all (the
many) to be called to the feast. Understanding who the elect
are unlocks the passage for us. Knowing that the elect are the
Jews completely rules out any Calvinistic interpretation of the
passage. Note that both the called and chosen still needed
salvation as indicated by the wedding garment and he who was
found in the feast without a garment was cast out.

14



The Elect in the Tribulation

In Matthew 24 in which Jesus is telling the disciples of what the
days of the tribulation would be like. Armed with the knowledge
that the elect are the Jews, we can consistently interpret the
passage; the elect in Matthew 24 are not Gentile believers in
the tribulation, but are God’s chosen, that is the Jews.

Matthew 24:22 &24, 9BpTL F6T GODIFLILIL TS (HBS TGV,
RpuaTT@ad  SLILILICUTuSVemev, O HKg Ol maTarLi
uL' L eugsellefflgsGLom 9 ps BIL SH6T GDBHLILI(HLD.
gOereslley, 6T POVFIEEH@HLD  FaTTSST5SS M FF @M LD
eTpLoLy), Fm@pomesned GlsMBS ClsmaTerLiLiL L aujsearuLd
UGHFEFSF55HSHMTHLI Qi 9GO L_WITGTBI% G GTUY LD
DL SEIG®ETL LD O FUITTSHET.

Mark 13:20, #5357 pBIL Sma1s GHepsFaraill L me,
& (H U GTTH YLD SL1L90C LTS Vemev; SILD
0s 556\ TesTL_6uisefelfssGuom, Y 9IBS
BIL ST (&HODS S (5% F) DT,

Emphasizing those whom God chose, the Jews.

If the elects are interpreted as those whom God has
predestined to eternal life, then a challenge arises, in particular,
for those of us of a pre-tribulation perspective.

Who exactly is being gathered at the end of the tribulation?
Matthew 24:31, euayeunuis Glgreflla@gd  e1gsmer

5553 CHTGL T SLOF| FHTSTHEOGT G| LIL|QUTH; 6T 6T
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Qougnew OsABgOsTararLiLiL L uisener aTeTgFeT &b

(LP @O GT IGO0 oM (LpeGSTLOL (B LD BTV
DewFsall IO (BBSI Fo 19 FCFTLILITHSGIT.

There can be no question that this gathering happens after the
events of the Great Tribulation and yet, if it is referring to the
same catching up of believers in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, then the
teaching of the pre-tribulation rapture would be nullified.

However, once we realize that the elects here are not believers
in general but specifically the Israelites/Jews then the matter is
resolved. Two-thirds of the (up to then non-believing) Jews will
tragically perish and the one-third (Zechariah 13:8) remaining
will be gathered at the end of the Great Tribulation. It also fits
in with Revelation 19 where the believers return with Jesus to
the earth because they have already been caught up to Him.

The OIld Testament proves that the gathering of the elect in
Matthew 24 must be speaking of the Jews. Jesus used the
language of Isaiah 11 to describe the gathering of the elect, an
obvious reference to the Jews.

Isasiah  11:12, @r9sepsEe @0 Osmymw  apy),
@avrGaucdled  GIosHITLauisears GFisg, W raileD
FSDIQESLILIL L QTS 6T yyilulesr BTG
B Fs el IO (BBSI Fo L (h 6 TH.

The gathering of the Jews is further predicted in Isaiah 43:5,
54:7, and Zechariah 2:6.
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When we realize that the usage of “chosen” or “elect” has
nothing to do with (predestined to) eternal life then many of
the difficult Bible passages are easy to interpret.

The Elect in Peter’s Epistles Are Jewish

Peter likewise uses the term elect to describe the Jews.

1 Peter 1:1-2, QCuwa&SPlevgaiear <LiGUTadFeTTHIL
Cugim, Cumpg, swig@wn sLLSCSTSS W, pFwr,
s Fesilwm Cxamisai Cov Famluih%H)meuiseev,

2. Ysmoun&w  Gseuaien_w  wpastesiplaiesriig Gu,

< aflw meTeu [ est Uf&:E S L0115 G S0l a1,
L ssGw  @QCusSPavgalayean w @550
OFeaMasLILIBH SIS GLD Os MBS OSTeTOTLILIL L

LrGs% @5 TIPSIFDSTUS). FH(HBEOLIULD FLDTSTGT(LPLD
2 BI%@hSGL CLIBSESHL_aig).

The word “dispersion” (Greek diaspora dtaomopd) was used to
describe the scattering among the nations that God had
promised to the Jews (Israel) if they would not follow Him
(Leviticus 26:33; Deuteronomy 4:27; Nehemiah 1:8, etc.; the
LXX uses the same Greek word as the NT).

James, in his epistle, could not be any clearer that the diaspora
is Israel when he says in James 1:1,
Caouanis @b issimHRw Q) CuxFnavs ays @ L

sar Slwgsrgern@w wisGsmy, FsPlulpasEn LeTet gess(®
Ca1aB B E5sGL UTHSHIGD CFT6S) 61(LpSIBDSTeUS
[en te diaspora ev ™ Siaonopa]:
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The twelve tribes are of course Israel (the Jews) and they are in

the diaspora, the same group to which Peter was addressing his

letter.

Lastly, we must acknowledge two important points.

1)

2)

Peter was the apostle to the Jews. In Galatians 2:7-9
Paul states that he “ 91518 LDGVGVTLD GV,
(555 G eur(LpaTaTel 565 % S

LiGumeavgeveaTTul(psGHLoiy Gug@meneuLl LievLl
L(hS P 6o T LIDETHF @5 3 9 LIGumen
SVGSTTUI (5& G LOLILY GTGITGH GOTUL| LD
uelL@®EBetugwre, 8  ail(hsSCFseTLpaTaT
IUTE@BSGHF FANCFapGemsLl  LNTFBISSEGLOLILY

OVENGRIEIGES swaefFasLiti’ L g GLime,
9555 CFS GorLD @OV TH TS @S S LI
LoFEIS & @G LbLILg EYES] TGS (G LD
®FWellssLiLL L Clgerm) 9T F T S G5T(B);

9. eTe81sG afasLiLL L Fmevieow yPBsGLTgy,
ST HeTTSH eTessteriiiL L wndGsmyd, GsLimeyLb,

Guimeumgy)Lb, B ITBIGIT
il (555 CFE 6o1(Lp OTOTCU [ % @15 S G LD, [BT/B1 35 GIT
Up@rHseps@GLd rsmSg@oig, <bECwmppiw
DB WSHD G GO L_WITATLDTS 6TGUTS (& LD

LIFGTLIMGYSGLD UvGIens OSTHS S,

Babylon was the third largest Jewish center in the
ancient world. When the Jews were given leave under
Cyrus to return to Israel in 536 BC, only a small remnant
returned while many thousands stayed in Babylon. The
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writing of the Babylonian Talmud gives concrete proof
to the fact that Babylon was a major center of Jewish life
and culture. Since Peter was the apostle specifically
appointed to take the Gospel to the Jews, then finding
him in Babylon (not Rome!) in the company of Jews is
simple enough to grasp.

Peter is writing from Babylon, in the company of other Jews (the
chosen) to fellow chosen ones who were also in the diaspora
(thatis, not living in Israel). Realizing that Peter is the apostle to
the (elect) Jews and is writing from Babylon to other (elect) Jews
facilitates the interpretation of the two epistles.

In 1 Peter chapter two Peter writes concerning his Jewish
(believing) brethren,

1 Peter 2:5 & 9, ougyarar sHFHarLIGLITD 9alsGspm
wraflenswrseyd, @QCuaFMavg epevwmul GCzeuais@L
OAwiwner <40l5Cspp USFmard OFeSEHILOLIG & GL
uf#3% HFTAWSEIL L 1o7Fe LD SL L LU HeuBRDHIHeT.
pEEGarm, o mEMT  YBSEHTISHETATN — SLOLPEHL_ W
g FFflwionest  @allall_gFDG  UITLPSS e (HED L
L| GBST G L1 /61 55 69 Q1T WIS GLOLILY & &S
QsipgCsmareriul’ L FEsFwmryd, [the Greek word is
genos  (race) not genea(generation)], T80 % LD TGwT
FTAWST L L_LOTUJLD, UH&SS @QIFWIULD, HoU(HDHGHTF
O\ FMBSLoTesT QGTLOTU LD @) (5SP) 1% GiT.

These same words were used repeatedly in the Old Testament
to describe the Jewish people:
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Exodus 19:5-6, @)Li0)LIm(pg BEIFGT 616 GUTHMS 2 GITATLILY
G (), 61aT 2 I _GILIL FDF® WS 958 06)STaTali%aTTesTT6,
FH GTEIS T QYLD brisGar  eTews %S OCenps
FLOLISSTUN(BLILT TS T, LAQlwedevTLd CTGT G| GO L_WIF).
6. BEIGAT 6Te8IS@ YFTHAW FTRWLPLD LFFSS TFULomul
@wLLfiser erewrny K QevgGeusd LsHrGrrGL GlFredev
GouewTiy W QUTIE NS H 6T TGO D M.

Deuteronomy 7:6, 5 2 &1 Csouatn&Gw &585HEGL LINFSS
DT, LYFFEFTSHVIGTGT  GTOGVT GIBISANQLD o 6o
CaaueTT&w &is5S0 2 Greness BLDS G F
OFrps LTl (BS G LOLILY O)&HBg O)% mesTL_ Ty,

Deuteronomy 14:2, figaer o miser CHeuestToH W &SP HSG LI
ufl&sgiones germiser  LLOulerLS0)SmI@LoeTar  6TeOGIT
06T /B1% 61T GV LD 2 BISMaTCW HISST HL05HF LT
eTEIGTTU(HSSHS 0% 1 BSI6)s messTL .

Psalms 135:4, &iSH0 Wi1sCHmenLIS BLOEHTHGLD,
@avrGeuemevg BLDSGHF QTS LOTFH e LD
0% M b5 0\% messTL M.

1 Peter 2:10, (warGer prisar  GCHeugienl_w
aarmisarTihssailevaney, @UICUTLCHT  SyeuBe LW
oarssaTT(BSHPiseT,  (LpITCeT  BEIGET  (@QISHLD
QuprsauiserTud hESISar Q@uUOuUTGsT  QUEsLd
QuppeiiserTud (BSH BHI% 6.

The passage is taken from Hosea where God, speaking to Israel,
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Hosea 1:9, yLiQumupg <eus: Qousus@d GCensiois
eratenid CuA®), eblesefled BEIGGT 6165 GTLOGGY, (BTG
2 w1561 Ggeuatmud) (5L1L15) 6066V

Peter is demonstrating that their previous condition has been
undone in Jesus Christ. This truth is given by God through
Hosea.

Hosea 1:10 & 2:23, araimrayd, @evgGaued Lg% gdler
Ogrens  YaTESLD  GTGRIGHIY B Fnl MF  HLDEGT
etenLiGLTeS (BE@GLD, BEIGGT 6T6H @GTLOGOG  GTGIM]
UTFHEpEGF CFTRMSDGL LIBeTE BHEIGGT e56ey)eTer
CaaugyienL_w L96iTe® 1T GiT 6TGT M) 9 UTE @S GHF
G FmedeVLILI(HLD.

BIeT auemer eTas0san LoluiGe alewssds, ()rssLD
QDTS BHS @SS @) 7151 Geverr, 6TGoT
DRTLOOVTH (BESaUismar CprE& B erer @eardloan)
OFmev ey Gouest; 2jeuiser 616 G%euGeT 6TGTLIMIS 6T TG DT,

Elect but Not Saved

When we read in 2 Peterl:10, g enswre, #FC5155060, o migar
S LpLiGHLILLD 050 b5I0% TeTERS eV LD
2 NIPWnSGLOLIYG @ISR TeSwTul(BEISer;  (Q)eneusenar
QFuigTe) FrIF6r @HsSTRILD @)L PladlLpeuFedenev.

We know that Peter is talking to Jews and that their election has
nothing to do with salvation.
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Therefore, this is not a Calvinistic call for us to somehow make
sure that we have been chosen to eternal life! It is rather a
reminder to the chosen people to embrace the fact that they
were elected, chosen by God to be His special treasure.
However, their election is by no means an absolute guarantee
that they will inherit eternal life.

Paul validates this fact so clearly when he wrote a letter to his
spiritual son Timothy in

2 Timothy 2:10, gy ewawre, OsHAEa0STaTTLILIL L 6uF%eT
Fplevg QCuaHallerred o ewrLmer QUL FLien BlsHw
TG  CuPpECsTaTEpLOLIY,  FSVS®SULD
Y UIFHT BILOFFL015F 535 G 6T

Note well that Paul must endure for the elect, the Jews, so that
they too might be saved.
As we have seen, election has nothing to do with salvation.

Furthermore, election is generally a term used of the Jews, who
are of course, the chosen people.

This is confirmed yet again by Paul, who is speaking about the
Jews. Romans 11:28, #alGsausanss@mss 2jeuiser
2 BIGATBILOSSLD LIen& 65 TTud) (5% F) D M % e,
03 081 0% T6iTEHS VS GV S S 9 UTHET
L8156l e OIS S LD 9 STL|FTLILIL L 61 F%ermul (53 F)m M 6.
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The Elect in Romans Are Israelites

Part of the challenge of understanding Romans is to recognize
that Paul is speaking to the believers in Rome who are both
Jewish and Gentile (non-Jewish). We learn that from the way
that he addresses his readers.

Romans 1:16, &plevgailar #allCrapdeass Gplsa Bret
Qe slinGLer ey wsiled ey &HCrassiled
gt m& a5 meuGlesrey Georr 9 U S QoL @iy
2 L mTeus DG 2% C%eu6)LicuesTTud) (555 DS.

“Jew and Greek” is a combination that he uses throughout this
letter to Romans.

For example, Romans 2:9, 10; 10:12. Romans 2:17 Paul speaks
specifically to the Jews.

Romans 2:17, b w5 Olesemy QuwiCupm),
Blumw i g ressg % esrGLoed LD M TUl(BES,
Caaueness @Mls g GoerenLoimmL Ly,

Paul then asks what advantage the Jew has, and he answers his
question.

Romans 3:1-2, @uinngwnrerie, wyseen w GLoerenLo
e1avreer? o555 CFsennsHetTGov LNTCWmegeTLd e168Test? 2. %]
6Ta 5% B YLD NGNS DI ER CaaugnienL_w
QTS F) Wi 1% GiT VIOV 301 T 3 30y @uUUNSSLILIL L g
aGraflgs Groeren owmGLo.

In chapter four Paul speaks of Abraham who was their father
according to the flesh.
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Romans 4:1, ooiuinquinestied, HLOLPGHL W SHLILIGTTE W
LITSTLD  OTOFSBRTLILG.  GTRTTSHNFSH  FHETL_GW L[5S TG
16Ty GlFmev ey Gaumid?

Finally, Paul bridges the apparent controversial between the
Jews and Greeks of the Roman church with the following
conclusion.

Romans 10:12, w5 Olestesim LD % Cuds0lesaimLD
sPwrFG  @Qedenew;,  TOWT(BSSGE  HISSTTETO T
SLOGHLDG g 1psICETTEFH D WITeU (15 G LD
@& flwFLD LicTeTImud) (5SS D Ty,

Having seen that the book of Romans was written in large part
to the elect, the Jews, (see also Acts 18:2 and Romans 16:3
concerning Roman Jews) as well as Gentiles, we can now see
that the many uses of the word “elect” are not references to
salvation, predestination etc. Rather they are reference to the
Israelites (elected by God)

Romans 9:4-5, gjauiser @QevgGeaavGr; Lg% rHalsmgupLb,
WHLULD, 2 L GBTLILYSMSS@FLD, BT LI TLOTEST(LPLD,
CaeungmseaTud, ITEGSSSFBIEEHLD 9 eUTH @ L

weusGar; 5. L9% 1% % 6T 9IS @he L W6 FsGar,
wIbFsFeLy Fpleavgiayn yeujselled Ltipps1Cr @eur
TG TO)D GTTEM D & (G LD oV CH1EP NS LILIL 1L

Fieug B &LdGLoevrest G euat. 3y, 6)LDGr.

Therefore, Paul’s question “Who shall bring a charge against
God’s elect?” (Rom 8:33) is not Calvinistic (predestined to
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eternal life) but is a reference to the elect Jews (see above: 1
Chronicles 16:13, Psalms 33:12; 105:6; 105:43; 135:4, Isaiah
45:4; 65:9; 65:22). This concept is consistent throughout the
book.

Romans 9 - 11 is the great defense of Scripture, par excellence,
that God has not cast away His people. Paul begins the section
by showing how God began with Abraham and then chose Isaac
over Ishmael, and then Jacob over Esau. Speaking of the two
nations in Rebecca’s womb.

Romans 9:11, datewarsar @)eseniid LImeumiogyLd, BeOadlenet
Ballener garmid OFuiwmodBsemsuied, Csealgnienr_w
03N B5I0%TeTERSIGTLILY U BSBD Djeuhed LW SFLOTGTLD
SflewwsafleriCov  BlowwplnsToed  YeopsFneatgTGev
Ao flp@oLig 5@,

The election has nothing to do with Calvinistic predestination

but with God choosing Jacob rather than Esau to be the one
who would receive the oracles of God etc.
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Election of Grace

Romans 11:5, QLiLig LiGLimev O ELIEI AT
GpeouiamGeo o el m@gLl 6sMbg 0% TeTErS 0TI
Q@b LIBIG LB wTud (5% Ems.

This was spoken of the encounter of Elijah and the 400 Israelite
prophets of Baal. Just when Elijah thought all was lost, God
informed him that He had reserved 7000 that had not followed
the evil ways of Baal. And thus, in like manner, most of Israel,
who had been chosen, elected by God to be the conduit of
blessing to the world, had rejected that special calling.

This concords with what Jesus stated in Matthew 22:14, “few
[the Jews] are chosen” and that small group had for the most
part rejected the special RSVP that God had sent to them to
come to the wedding feast.

Paul continues in Romans 11:7, LI/l wimesITe) 6TGTGH?
@avgGeauevg  CasGFmens v WIS (HEFDITHET,
OsABgIClsmarer LI L_aujsGert Y
YYML_BF (HSFDTIHT, LOD DU TH AT
Q@)D WIS FGTLO UG TS G LD F14GSTLILIL 19 (5% S D THSHGT.

It must be noted that the word elect here is in fact feminine
singular— demonstrating that it is not speaking of “the elect
ones” (masculine plural eklektoiekAektol) but “election”. This
means that in both Romans 11:5 and 11:7 the term is “election”
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thus God'’s action of selecting Abraham, Isaac, Jacob to the be
the recipients of the promises (Rom 9:4-5).

The entire context of the elect and election has to do with Israel
as evidenced by Paul’s statement in Romans 11:11, how they,
the  Jews, @)L ul s, M pBHICLITGLOLIG ST
@Ldlernisar era@in G HCper, L wedwGal;
UTH@BSGHATCAT  DUTTEFWSH®S — T(PLILISFIHBE TS
9 UTH@EBM L SaNIFTTC LD TH% @@ Q)L FLiLy
Fe®L_S55.

The biblical “election of grace” is not Calvin’s idea of God
choosing some to eternal life and others to eternal damnation;
it is rather God choosing the Jewish race, which was based
purely on God’s grace and not their righteousness.

God spoke this through Moses.

Deuteronomy 9:5, o2& BHUISHIOSSHLpLD 2 ot
QusugB@iwLw 2 530SPNBGSWL  F uisel
Caasansd Fspsfls@ouy rGaufUuFome, Ybs
21Fs@pL_ W YSTIOWSF OGS OTSLD, Y LNTHTLD

FFTS S, wirsGsmy GTGUT G| LD 2 GIr
5155 @53 3% SIS0 Y emenuilL’ (HF ClFmesrest
UTTS NS W Blewm GeummiLdLILg WITH@YLD, 2 G
CHouaTT® W STSBT 261 T%eH 6T 2 G¥T% G (LPGTLITSHS
ETDEISICISILDS

That the election of grace is referring to God’s choosing of the
fathers is further established.
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Romans 11:12 & 15, euis@penl W saum 2 Ws55 DG
@&FUFWAPL, HUTF@FML_IW  GHDa| LDRQTHS @G
&P LOTUN(HSS, YUTFE@H®L W BEOD] GTAIIGTEY
QB HLOMLT LI Ul (5S G LD.

15. 2 UTFH6TS sairaf ol (h %60 2 VEHFHWS
RUILTTE G S VTl (1555, 2 QU JFH 6T 9 BIF S G55
Osmearepzsew eraresromuilgngy; fFCsried)Brg eSeuet
2 ewrL_mestg) CLimed) (s @Loevev Gaum?

Israel, nationally speaking, rejected the invitation to come to
the wedding feast when the Bridegroom came which thereby
translated into riches for the Gentiles.

However, the election of grace, that is God’s making promises
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their seed, was an irrevocable
call which is why Paul says about the unbelieving Jews.
Romans 11:28-29, &#alGCsapsdma5G08s  Qeuisaer
2 BISGTELOSSLD LiensehamuilBsHmrisaer; 6055 5a 0% meren
SOV GV S S 9| QU SGIT L9 r1g s el esf LS LD
AT FgLILIL L auisermull(pasEpriser. 29. GaeuggienL_w
FHUUTBIS@HLD, HUTF®AT IDPSSH — LPLILJLD
I rseeaisGer.

Paul probably had Jeremiah 31:35-37, among other passages,
in mind when speaking of the irrevocability of God’s promise.
God had called Israel to himself and would never let them go
completely.

Romans 11:2, Gseuetr $mLd (LpesTest b O\ STesTL SLOLpEH LU
oaBsmars  sertaflallalleveme.  eTeSlWTeneus G55 F
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Qe QL gFHw, Geusd GCleFredayFmens ymlufisert?
Y ouet Csauenest Gprss):

Peter also confirms that God foreknew the Israelites, in 1 Peter
1:2, “to the pilgrims of the Dispersion elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father”

God chose Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants for a
special purpose. His choosing them (election) had nothing to do
with the Calvinistic idea of predestination to eternal life and
eternal damnation. Though the Jews were elect, they were not
automatically saved. They for the most part had rejected the
invitation to the wedding feast and as such were blinded but
they would be restored in the end.

Foreknowledge

Foreknowledge is a companion of election — but just like
election, foreknowledge is a general reference to God having
known the Israelites beforehand. Consider Paul’s definitive
statement.

Romans 11:1-2, Quunquilpss GCseuar sLiwpedL_w
oarssmers  sereflill L 1Grr  etetny  GaL & Cmerr,
saraflail_ajlevewevCu; preid 9 905M6T FHSHuTeiLd
OQuearwiber  GCargHos@eyd  LInps @ evrGeaueer
2. Gaeauar sibd (TP BSOS TeTL  FLOLPE LW
oaBsmars  sertaflallalleveme.  eTeSlTeneus SHDS5HF
Qe QL sHw, Geusd GlemedayFmens oymlufisent?
Yauar Cxeauanest Gprg &) [proginosko mpoywvwokw].”
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The word foreknow, like election, has nothing to do with having
predestined someone to eternal life or eternal damnation, as
Calvin suggested. “Foreknow” and “foreknowledge” are simply
a verb and noun of the same basic stem.

Look at the following verses that demonstrate that knowing
something ahead of time is not only possible for God but for
man as well and it does not entail the Calvinistic concept
whatsoever.

Acts 26:5, pLOpeL_w LOITEESFIeTar FLow GLigmIsEateD
L&a LD HESTLY LILITGS FLOWS SIS G @)enspsLily LflGFwesmul
BL_ 508 0erern FT FOFTO HeUTHEFS S LOGTS (BB TCD
GlFmadevevrLd. [proginosko rmpoyvwokw]

2 Peter 3:17, gysowrew LflwwneseuisGern @)eneusenar
LpestasTGLp 1681 % 6T 2BBB (15SF D LILG WITeD,
BB TLOESTIH LW &6hFsSFCev Brisar @)LpLiLjest(h
o2 misar o FuSBrg e  alprHCLISTSLIGSS
6185f15 e & wmudl (BB,

In both of the verses, the word is the same — foreknowing and
neither is God’s foreknowledge; it is simply man’s. Certainly
neither of those two examples carries any sense of Calvinistic
predestination.

Peter speaks of Jesus being foreknown before the beginning of
the world and is just now made known.
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1 Peter 1:20, youi 25303MPIHIDG waTGer
@PssLUL L augmudBBgl, Sl epevomul  CpeuarTGroed
e nFomull5EHw 2 B1%@hSHE TS [OILEE:
FH6 L_F B3 T6VEI% 6 60 Qevall i L_mg. [proginosko
TTPOYWVWOKW]

We witnessed before how Peter was addressing the Jews in his
epistle whom he states to be elect according to God’s knowing
beforehand.

Therefore, when we come to Romans 8 we ought not to jump
to the Calvinistic definition, but to the God-foreknew-the-Jews
definition.

Romans 8:28-30, jermlujid, eu@enl_w SFLomessFerLirg
QDPHSLILIL L QIFHETTU] GaaueflL_g %60 <2 GOTL|
F(BEDUITS@EGHF ~— FHOUPLD  BRTHLDD S o TV
BLSE D66 VBB (HSH CILd. 29. FLO(LPEOL_W G LDTTGT
94Cps  FCxnmrEGaTCar  (LpH D CLID TEsTeU FTUl (5B GHLD
QurmL ®), CseueT 6TeuiFHear (LpeTestm s TCIT 96U T%e® TS
SL0G  GLITEI®L W  FIWNSGEG — @UUTUNBLILSDS
TGOS FBSH T  30.  eTeuisenar  (Lp&TGDSSTCIT
9 QUIFHDOT LS SILOBSH DT, 6TeuTHMaT e ps5HTEIT
YUFFH®T  BFLOIGETHTTSF W LO) (5SS D T 6T J% GO GIT
B@ omesisernd & erTGom 2 U T FHE 6T D& LOL]

NOEIAMIGEI N

Even the act of calling we find spoken of concerning Israel in the
book of Isaiah.

Isaiah  43:1, @uUiGungyw wrEGsrGu, o aTewens
F 50y 19SS 6 (HLD, @ avrGeuGev 2 _GOTGH GOT
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2 (HheU TSSO (BLOTH W HTSST Ol FTRON B DS TaUS:

vwiiue 1Gs; o aienet LB (HFCSTeTGL_ 6w, 2 ciTen Ll
CuiOlanees) e psCH6r; b 6TeHEn)I 60 L_ILIGUGIT.

(see also: Isaiah 54:6; 1 Peter 1:15; 2:9; 5:10)

In so far as we Gentiles are grafted into the olive tree, then we
share in the common purpose that God has for His elect, the
Jews.

Romans 11:17, fev Fevarsar pPSsILiGLmL_LiLIL 14 (555,
ST G medleungonGw  F yeweusar QbBS QLSHe0
RL L emeusGsLILL (B, @edleulogsFer Cau(hs @ Ld FTISHSIS G LD
2 1 GSTLIMGIS oM Wi Tul) (15 [6.& Wl TGSTITGY,

The Remaining Verses of Election

There remain several verses that speak of the elect in the New
Testament. Considering all that we have studied we can
confidently know that they have nothing to do with the
Calvinistic idea of predestined to salvation or damnation.
Furthermore, in almost all the cases, understanding them to be
a reference to the Jews, God’s chosen people, is warranted.

Let us briefly consider those remaining. When Jesus spoke of
God avenging in Luke 18:7, oypsLiLigCu Gsaier SLoeoLo
Crras @uoajb UsSID Fmli@FDUISATTIF  SLOLOTED
05 M pgIOsTaTer Ll L 6ujs%efler ooy g P g us
O ummieo owyeTereu Fmud) (B HS 9QUTSH @SS
BlwmuesQFwiwmped mLimrGm?
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Romans 16:13, &ISS MBI 050 BS5IC\smamarLiii L
eREOLILLD, GTISGLD STWIRW YUGIHL W  FTHW LD
QUTLHS I B1% GIT.

may be speaking of him being Jewish. This would make the most
sense given that of the many other (obviously) believing
brothers and sisters in the chapter, only Rufus is called elect.

Why would Paul refer to only him as being elect, if the Calvinistic
definition of election were true?
Were the others not also heirs of eternal life?

Understanding that elect/election is not salvation and is
generally a reference to the Jews the passage makes complete
sense.

It must be noted that Priscilla and Aquila, from Rome, were also
Jewish and yet were not called elect.

Could it be that because Paul had nothing else to say about
Rufus that he simply stated that he was chosen/elect in the
Lord?

Ephesians 1:4, BLDS G (LPGOTLITS [BITLD 9y earLilew
Lf&S S (Lp OTGT6U J% GIH LD @D LIV TS 61 T% @hLD MUl (LI
UBDG, el 2 wssCsMPpS5EI%E (Lpe1Gat FBlavgle)s e
BLOeOLDG 03 Mg 0% mewrL_rig Gul,
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This ought to be viewed considering the chosen people, Israel.
We know that Paul travelled to Ephesus and there spent three
months reasoning with the Jews in the synagogues (Acts 19:1-
8). Thus, Ephesians seems to be once again, for “the Jew first
and then the Gentile” paradigm.

Colossians  3:12, gy ewswme, prigear  GgeaueTmed
OsABgICsTaTaTLILIL I LIf &S S HLD L9 wpLomul,
2 (hSHFLO TGS Q1555 ULD, SWEDRIUJLD,
LDGSTS S TLH GO LD GH WU LD, FTHSDHMS ULLD, by w

Qummiewoe® WL %1355 0% mewT(B);
The mention of elect here in Colossians is probably also a
reference to Jews.

Colossae was in Asia (minor) and we also know that Paul first
entered the local synagogue wherever he went in order to
persuade the Jews first. Thus, his letter to the Colossians,
located in Asia is most likely a letter written in the principle of
“Jews first and after that the Gentiles.”

This is confirmed by looking at the Jews present on the day of
Pentecost.

Acts 2:5-11, QTGS B GoT SANGEIAD) FH GV
Cpag5 1l 0B pSI0IbS Gz aiLigGlujarer EYELY
LI Lmpgl 61FS LA Cov eunFLD LIGsTess|GSITISH 6. 6. Y bSF
FSHFLD 2 eusTL_TeSTGLITS, B TOTTC SOGSBI% G Folq U BGI, &Ik GIT
FmiFeT LTomaxulGe yaujser CUFF DS IeuT6FHer
Cal L g uilertGov  SVIEHLO®L_BSTIEHAT. 7.  6TGOGMT(HLD
Orflsg  gdsfwiiul’®, @euarCurmpeus UTISs):

34



@Csm, Cus&p Qeuisblarcdevrpd selGawgedeveun? 8.
YL Ui (555 BLOLO)GY 9 UTRU[TSHGHeH LWL
OaerummapsaiCGev Qeujsear GCuss Cas GCGprGip,
@OsLiLg? 9. urigsmy, CH@pLd, — eTVTLESS(BLD,
OO eFriCurggsmllum, wyGswm, sL1L58s1sHwm, OLITEg,
Fwm,  ORSwm,  10. wblledwm,  eTHILG  eTRTEILD
Cassarisep, HCrGer wLL'L cwrgewsd FOBUNBESD
Slwrailer HevssaflGov G uilBsEpauiserw, Q)mGs
FehFEF D GumomyfwmapLo, WE (LD,
WSLDTIHBS S LD B S 6L [ 5@ LD, 11. ALEEEIGTIN
S w@BLTEw W B W LToausalGev Qeuisar
CaaugpiewLw  wasgHeaumsemart:  GCuFsGas S CnrGLo
GTGYID T GIT.

The letter to the Thessalonians is also a letter to the Jews first
and then the Gentiles. In Acts 17:1-2, jeouisar HL9CLimed)
ul L ewmgemsujs  yLGuTGvnellwum UL L eSS u L
sL gl C55CvnalsCGs LIL L e1881% @ aupsTiser 2mGs
BsB3G @G OguYywwd @BESgH. 2. U Far
psssHargCu  yeujsell g0  Cumul,  eperm
RUIBTL Fafled Geus e rs ) w mEaf 6T Bl mwsisener 6T(hs %
s enL e FLOLITOHS S,

With this in mind, we can see why Paul would saying 1
Thessalonians 1:2 & 4, in English in Tamil V3,

L O3 M BSOS TaTaTiLIL L 61i%6lenain) [BTBIS% T
2APBSI,

“we give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of
you in our prayers... knowing, beloved brethren, your election by
God.
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Once again, election is not Calvinistic in its definition, but
Jewish. Likewise, in Titus 1:1 Paul speaks of the faith of God’s
elect which very possibly was a reference to the faith of the
Jewish people.

When Apostle John wrote in his second letter at 2 John1:1, In
Tamil V2,

OF MBS OFTeTTLILIL L 6u@HLTH W 9 LOLD @G LD
YU @B LI L9616 TS @15 G LD, eLpLILIGTTE W [5TGST
T(LHSHIG DS TG,

“the elect lady and her children...” The term elect would point
to a reference to someone ethnically Jewish. The salutation also
points to someone who is ethnically Jewish.

2 John 1:13, “GaipgOsmereriil’L.  BLOUPEL W

FCs s flullesr L9 66w 1T GiT 2 %G QUTLHS SIS
O FTeOEDTiSHeT. 4, 6)LDGHT.

The final mention of the elect is found in Revelation 17.
Revelation 17:14, Qoeugser <" Hs@L 19 wreTeuhL Ger

WSS LD LIGHTED] QU TH ST,
YL DG G LY WTEToUT SISSTS HHSHS (LD TTTH)
IrETey o Tuil(H SR DLIG WTED) 2 QTS5 aT QleoudLiLimg;

YUGITRIL  QBEFDATHAT WLPSHHLILIL L _aTSH @ LD
OB MBS OSTeTTLILIL L 61F%EHLD
2_GSSTGY LD U GITGTGU [ @1 LD TUT) (155 %) T & GIT GTGHT/D TGHT.

We have seen that the elect and chosen does not refer to the

Calvinistic concept of election. We have also seen that elect in
the New Testament almost always refers to Israelites. When the
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Lord Jesus comes back his entourage will absolutely include
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their seed. The question, however,
is will Gentiles also be among that group?

Given the fact that we Gentiles are grafted into Israel (Romans
11:24) and enjoy blessings that come with that, we can be
confident that we will be in that number returning with the
Lord.

Conclusion

We thus come to the end of our study having seen that elect
and election have nothing to do with salvation, predestined to
eternal life or death, nor any Calvinistic definition whatsoever.

God elected priests, kings, disciples, Messiah, angels, and
Jerusalem all of which had nothing to do with being predestined
to salvation.

We also saw that elected/chosen was used of foolish things and
of false gods (on man’s part) again, the term had nothing to do
with being predestined to salvation.

We came to the election of Israel and saw that in no less than

eight verses in the Old Testament God declared Israel to be His
elect!
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When we turned to the New Testament we could see that
elect/election/chosen never was there as a reference to being
predestined to salvation.

In fact, nearly every reference of the elect was to Israel.

We looked at the elect in the tribulation and saw that it was
speaking of the Jews.

We looked at the epistles of Peter and found the mention there
of elect was to the Jews.

We looked at the book of Romans and again, the Jews were the
elect.

We examined the remaining verses that spoke of election or
God’s choosing and found that they more than likely refer to
Israel as the elect.

Finally, we considered the term foreknowledge/foreknow and
found that it is not a salvific term but simply God or even man,

knowing something in advance.

With all that we have seen we must therefore conclude that
elect is not salvation.

Election has nothing to do with salvation or damnation. It is
simply God or man making a choice.
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However, the term “the elect” is often, a reference to
Israel/Jews, who are of course God’s chosen people.

The New Testament references of the elect are never speaking
one’s eternal destiny but of God having chosen someone for a
particular purpose.

In almost all the New Testament references, the elects are in
fact the Jews!

It turns out that the New Testament is more Jewish-centred
than most of us ever imagined!

The epistles of Paul, James, Peter, Hebrews and John are
written to the Jew first and then the Gentiles.

Personally, | am quite satisfied that God’s plans centre around

Israel; we Gentile believers have been grafted in which is good
enough for me.
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