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Apostles- Peter 02 

Luke 6:12-16 

 

Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went 

out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 

God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples 

to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 

named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 

Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son of 

James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 

 

General observations: 

 

They were all common men.   

All of them were from Galilee except for Judas, who was from a 

town called Kerioth in the south.   

 

They were rural people from the part of the nation of Israel that 

did not really have much prestige or nobility.   
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o None of them was a Pharisee.  

o None of them was a Sadducee.  

o None of them was a priest.  

o None of them was a scribe.   

o None of them was any prominent person.  

 

They were all very common men.   

 

Four of them were fishermen, one was a tax collector, one was 

a terrorist, and one was a traitor. 

 

There are four lists of the apostles in the New Testament. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Acts. 

Matthew 10, Mark 3, Luke 6 and Acts 1.  

 

In these lists the names are always the same, so that we know 

exactly who these twelve were.  But the names are not in 

identical order in the lists, with some exceptions. 

 

The first name in all four lists is always Peter.   

 

We have three groups of four. 

 

➢ Group one,  

➢ Group two, and 

➢ Group three.   
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Group One: 

 

1. Simon called Peter,  

2. Andrew,  

3. James,  

4. John.   

 

Peter, James and John’s names get mixed around in the list, 

Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one. 

 

Group Two: 

 

1. Philip,  

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael,  

3. Matthew,  

4. Thomas. 

 

Always group two in every list.   

The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas get 

mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two. 

 

Group Three: 

 

1. James the son of Alphaeus,  

2. Simon the Zealot,  

3. Judas son of James,  

4. Judas Iscariot. 

Always the same in every list. 



4 
 

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the 

names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get 

mixed. 

 

James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four 

and Judas is always the last name of the twelve. 

 

What do we learn by that?   

 

The name at the top of the list is always Peter, who was the 

leader of everybody. 

 

These groups of four are in decreasing intimacy from Christ. 

Group one always around Christ; Peter, James, John and 

Andrew, the most intimate group.  

 

We also learn that there are leaders within the group.  

 

➢ leader of group one, Peter.  

➢ leader of group two, Philip.  

➢ leader of group three, James the son of Alphaeus.   

 

There are leaders among leaders and a leader over all of them, 

namely Peter.   
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Simon Peter.   Experience.   

 

Long before Peter was ever born, way back in the councils of 

eternity, God had determined that the whole redemptive plan 

was going to come to pass, that the Lord would come to earth 

and be incarnate, that He would have apostles.  

 

Their names were well-known to God. They were written down.  

Peter was planned into the program.   

 

Peter had all that leadership raw material.   

 

Leaders are inquisitive.  

Leaders have initiative.   

Leaders also are involved.   

 

Lord refines the leaders by shaping their life through 

experiences. These critical experiences that Peter needed to 

become the man he needed to be.   

 

Leaders are born with the raw material but shaped by 

experience. 

 

Peter faced many dramatic, earth-shattering, life-changing 

experiences.   

 

Peter was going to be given a tremendous responsibility to 

proclaim the gospel.  Jesus, die, rise again, forty days later go 
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back to heaven, and the whole future of the gospel is in the 

hands of the twelve and predominantly in the hands of Peter, 

who was the leading preacher.   

 

Peter is going to have this tremendous and immense 

responsibility.   

 

He needed, 

➢ Dedication.  

➢ Resolution.   

➢ Endurance.  

➢ Self-discipline.   

➢ Work ethic  

 

So, the Lord must put him through experiences that shape and 

mould the man. 

 

1. Divine Revelation 

 

John chapter 6 is a critical chapter in the ministry of Jesus, but 

it starts out with the feeding of five thousand men, probably 

twenty thousand including women and children.   

 

Jesus feeds them by using the little boy's lunch of loaves and 

fish multiply and feed the whole crowd and have enough left to 

feed the apostles as well.   
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After that He teaches them this is bread that perishes, this is 

physical food, but I Am the bread of life.   

 

You eat this bread and you never hunger again.  Jesus turns the 

whole thing toward Himself and He's talking about you must eat 

My flesh and drink My blood.  

 

You must receive Me totally if you want to have eternal life. 

 

Some of the people who were following Him were not ready for 

that.  

  

John 6:66, From that time many of His disciples went back and 

walked with Him no more. 

 

The message got too serious! 

They left! 

 

Jesus said therefore to the twelve. 

John 6:67, Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to 

go away?” 

 

Are you ready to leave Me because of the strong message? 

 

John 6:68-69, But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom 

shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have 

come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 
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What an incredible statement.  

 

Where are we going to go?   

This is a profound theological, Christological statement! 

That was a revelatory experience and that is the first experience 

and his great revelation! 

 

Lord wanted Peter to know that he was going to get his message 

from God.   

 

He was not going to have to think it up, dream it up, scheme it 

up, make it up.  He is going to have material provided for him, 

revelation from God.  

 

Matthew 16:15-17, He said to them, “But who do you say that 

I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.  

 

Peter needed to know that he would be given a divine message.  

That is essentially what ministry is.   

 

We just pass on a divine message.   

 

Peter needed to know that he could do this, that he could go 

out and do this job of preaching.   
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Being an apostle is being one sent to preach.  Peter might have 

felt that he was not educated, trained, not been to school, 

seminary, and do not know very much. 

 

Do not worry about it. You are going to get it from God, His great 

revelation.   

 

God wants to use your mouth, Peter.  God can speak through 

you.  So, the Lord gave him the experience of revelation.   

 

On the Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, Peter preaches that 

great message. Three thousand people are converted.  He 

preaches again and thousands more and thousands more are 

converted through those opening chapters of Acts.  He did not 

have to worry about what he was going to say. 

 

The greatest fear that some people have is the fear of public 

speaking.  

 

Why it is fearful? 

Because you do not know what you are going to say! 

  

I do not have that fear because I do not have to make up the 

message.  I can preach it with authority because it comes from 

God.   
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I do not get it into my brain the way Peter did. I get it from the 

pages of Scripture because what came to Peter and the rest of 

the apostles is now written down here. 

 

Peter needed to know that if he is going to be a leader to 

represent Jesus Christ, going to preach the gospel of the 

kingdom and there was a natural fear built in.  

 

Peter do not have to worry about it.  He is going to get 

revelation.   

 

What an amazing calling, take this common, blustering 

fisherman and put the revelation of God in him.   

 

Peter did preach and, he wrote two letters 1 and 2 Peter and 

assisted Mark with the material in his gospel. 

 

2. Divine Reward 

 

Peter was an ordinary fisherman not a priest of a high priest.  

He was not a Pharisee, or Scholar, or Rabbi, or scribe in Israel. 

 

Matthew 16:18, And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it.  

 

A little play on words here:  

You are rock, petros, on this rock,  
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petra, means rock bed. 

Peter you are a stone, but on this bedrock, I will build My 

church.  

 

The bedrock of what?  

It is the confession of Peter. 

 

Matthew 16:16, Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

 

That is the bedrock of the church. 

 

The church is built on Christ as the Son of the living God.  God 

the Father has revealed to Peter. 

 

That bedrock truth that Peter articulated on which Jesus is going 

to build His church.   

 

Matthew 16:19, And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 

 

This ordinary fisherman with no training, no stature, no status 

is told the message that came out of his mouth when he preach 

that message is going to bar the gates to hell and open the gates 

to heaven. 
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Do you think you know what being important means?   

People talk about ministry being the highest calling.   

 

Why?   

Because the truth of Jesus Christ shuts the gates of hell and 

opens the doors to heaven. 

 

Can a man have a greater influence than that?   

Nobody who does not preach the gospel has any eternal 

influence. 

 

It must have been satisfying to get great catch of fish. 

Peter did unlock the doors of heaven for the Jews.   

 

On the Day of Pentecost, he preached that great sermon. Three 

thousand Jews believed and thousands more and thousands 

more and thousands more in the next couple of chapters under 

his preaching.   

 

In Acts chapter 10 he preached to the first Gentile.  

Cornelius, and he believed.  He threw open the gates of heaven, 

he opened the kingdom to the Jews, and he opened the 

kingdom to the Gentiles.   

 

This ordinary common man had nothing to do with his 

technique, his education, but it had to do with the power of the 

Spirit of God and the truth. 
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Matthew 16:21, From that time Jesus began to show to His 

disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 

from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 

be raised the third day. 

 

This is not the plan in the minds of the disciples! 

 

The apostate form of Judaism is going to collect itself, the 

elders, the chief priests, the scribes are going to come, and they 

are going to kill Me, and I Am going to rise from the dead on the 

third day.  

 

What is Peter's response?   

Matthew 16:22, Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke 

Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to 

You!” 

 

Bad idea.   

Cannot let it happen, Lord, sorry, and I am the leader.   

It is not going to happen.   

I would not allow it. 

 

Pete is talking to the Creator of the universe.   

Peter is talking to the Messiah, the Redeemer, the Saviour, God 

in flesh, unbelievable.  

 

Real danger in leadership that you do not know where your 

limits are.  You get the feeling you are a bit invincible.   
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You are never going to lead effectively with God till you 

understand that your plan does not matter, His alone matters.  

God does not want your strategy, your better plan.   

 

How can people go into the ministry and think they do have a 

plan?  

The answer that Peter got must have rung in his ears until he 

died.   

 

Matthew 16:23, But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of 

the things of God, but the things of men.” 

 

Peter was just as available to Satan as he was to the Lord.  

We all are, aren't we?  

 

Do not ever estimate your abilities.  

Peter was just as available to the devil as he was to God.   

 

The greater your potential to be used by God, the greater your 

potential to be used by the devil.  

 

Peter was looking at this thing from the human viewpoint. 

 

Peter was hindering God’s work.  The great hinderer of God’s 

work is Satan, so get behind Me, Satan. 

 

Lose all your self-confidence! 
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Peter starts to feel good about that and then oversteps his 

bounds and the Lord has to cut his legs out from under him. 

Peter you better watch out you are just as likely to be used by 

the devil as you are by God. 

 

This ought to put fear in his heart. 

 

3. Rejection  

 

Not the Lord's rejection of Peter, but his rejection of the Lord. 

 

On the night of the Passover, the night of the betrayal of Jesus.  

They sang a hymn. They went out to the Mount of Olives.   

 

Matthew 26:30-31, And when they had sung a hymn, they went 

out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you 

will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is 

written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the flock 

will be scattered.’ 

 

This is the prophecy from Zechariah, that when the Messiah was 

taken captive, all the disciples would flee.   

 

Matthew 26:32-33,  But after I have been raised, I will go before 

you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all 

are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to 

stumble.” 
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Peter said that he is not like all other men and he was sure that 

would not do that.   

 

Matthew 26:34, Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that 

this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three 

times.” 

 

Peter said to Jesus again you are wrong Lord! 

 

Matthew 26:35, Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with 

You, I will not deny You!” And so said all the disciples. 

 

Do you think Peter was the leader?   

Sure, they all quacked right after him the same way.   

 

Great confidence. 

 

Overestimating your spiritual strength is deadly.   

 

Jesus already tried to teach Peter that his plans don't supersede 

His. 

 

Do not offer your plans Jesus, follow Him. 

 

Matthew 26:69-75, Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And 

a servant girl came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of 

Galilee.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not 

know what you are saying.” 
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71 And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw 

him and said to those who were there, “This fellow also was 

with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 But again he denied with an oath, “I 

do not know the Man!” 73 And a little later those who stood by 

came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them, for 

your speech betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse 

and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” Immediately a 

rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who 

had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me 

three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Did the Lord let this happen?   

Sure.   

 

Did the Lord make this happen?   

No.   

 

Why did He let it happen?   

Because no man is ultimately useful to the Lord until he has 

absolutely no trust in himself.   

 

Peter rose to the highest pinnacle of his own self-confidence.  

o I will never deny You,  

o I will die first,  

o Everybody else may deny You. 

 

But that very night, that is exactly what he did repeatedly! 

So much for self-confidence. 
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This is called the breaking of the man.  This is the crushing of 

Peter.  No man ultimately is useful to God until he has been so 

crushed.   

Peter's failure was necessary. 

 

Now before we are too hard on Peter, at least Peter was 

hanging around the trial.   

 

At least he had the courage to be there.  But the Lord allowed 

for Peter to be in that position because this crushing of Peter's 

self-confidence was critical.  He was a broken man at this point. 

He was never the same after this.  He was not the bold, self-

confident, brash man anymore.  This crushed him and that is 

critical.  

 

Peter’s great rejection was part of the experience the Lord used 

to shape him.   

 

The Lord needed a man who received revelation.   

The Lord needed a man who by the message he preached could 

bar the gates of hell and throw open the gates of heaven.   

The Lord needed a man who recognized his own sinfulness. 

The Lord also needed a man who was crushed and had 

absolutely no trust in his self-confidence. 

 

You must get to that point in ministry where you literally don't 

trust yourself, your ideas, your thoughts and you lean hard and 

heavy on the Lord.  You had to have a man who would follow 
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the plan, His plan, not Peter's plan, and He had to have a man 

who had no confidence in his flesh. 

 

Paul was useful because he thought he was the chief of sinners.   

 

Peter never got over this.  He spent the rest of his life kind of a 

broken person. 

 

His statement would be, 

I only know what the Lord tells me.  

I can only function in the power of the Lord.  

I can only do the plan as God has laid it out. 

 

4. Divine recommissioning. 

 

Jesus says to the disciples, prior to this, "Go to Galilee." He has 

died and risen again. The Lord is alive now from the grave forty 

days and He is meeting with the disciples and speaking to them 

of things pertaining to the kingdom.  

But He sends them to Galilee.   

 

The apostles up there in Galilee and they are waiting for the 

risen Lord to come.   

 

John 21:2-3, Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael 

of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His 

disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 

fishing.” They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They 
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went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they 

caught nothing. 

 

They got in the boat, probably his own boat, but they could not 

catch fish anymore because the Lord would not let them.  

Finally, Jesus comes and around them they catch great pile of 

fish. Jesus prepares the breakfast for them. 

 

They had breakfast.   

 

Jesus calls him by his old name because he is acting like his old 

self.  

 

John 21:15, So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to 

Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than 

these?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 

He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 

 

This is re-commissioning.  

 

This is the ordination of Peter right here and it is wonderful 

because the Lord had every reason to give up on him. 

 

Why do you think He does this three times?  

Because there were how many denials?   

Three.   
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This is a recommissioning of a man who from all intents and 

purposes was once too strong for ministry and is now self-

proclaimed too weak for ministry.  

 

But because he is too weak for ministry, he is exactly what the 

Lord wants.   

 

When he was strong, he was useless.   

Now that he is crushed, he is useful.   

So, the Lord picks him up to use him.   

 

But he is still Peter. 

 

John 21:18-19, Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were 

younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but 

when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 

will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 This He 

spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when 

He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” 

 

Jesus told him he was going to die, told him he was going to 

stretch his hands, be crucified.   

 

What Jesus was telling Peter?   

Peter, you are going to be faithful, you are going to be faithful 

to the very end! 
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➢ You can tend My lambs, 

➢ You can shepherd My sheep,  

➢ You can feed My sheep,  

➢ You can do this  

➢ You will do it until martyr's death! 

 

Peter have finally become the man that Jesus wanted Him to be 

because now he is a man who does not have any confidence in 

himself. 

 

Peter takes about two steps and turns around.   

He sees the disciple whom Jesus loved that is John.  

 

What about John?   

Jesus just told Peter that he is going to be faithful until end. 

 

Oh Peter, you are just relentless.   

You cannot seem to go in one direction for any length. 

 

What is going to happen to him?  

Jesus said to him, this is really humorous, "If I want him to 

remain until I come, what is that to you?  Follow Me."   

 

If he lives till the Second Coming, it is none of your business.   

 

This is Peter.   
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The Lord's taking him through his ordination and his 

recommissioning, and he is broken and crushed. 

 

The Lord restores him.  He takes a couple of steps and he 

already gets off track.   

 

Peter did.   

He became the man the Lord wanted him to be.   

 

2 Peter 1:12-14, For this reason I will not be negligent to remind 

you always of these things, though you know and are 

established in the present truth. 13 Yes, I think it is right, as long 

as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, 14 knowing 

that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ 

showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you 

always have a reminder of these things after my decease. 

 

Peter says that he is going to give the truth and even though 

you know it.  He will keep giving it because he is going to die and 

his death is very near. Jesus told him the kind death he is going 

to die. 

 

He became the man the Lord wanted him to be.   

 

✓ He was the leader of the church in the first twelve 

chapters of Acts.   

✓ He was the one who moved to replace Judas with 

Matthias.   



24 
 

✓ He was the spokesman for the church on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

✓ He with John healed the lame man at the temple.   

✓ He defied the Sanhedrin.   

✓ He dealt with the problem of Simon, the satanic, false 

healer in Samaria.   

✓ He dealt with the hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira.  

✓ He healed Aeneas and raised Dorcas from the dead.   

✓ He took the gospel to the Gentiles.   

✓ He wrote two epistles, 1 and 2 Peter.   

✓ He was the leader God wanted him to be. 

 

Divine revelation, 

Divine reward, 

Peter’s Rejection, 

Divine recommissioning 

 

Led Peter to the great realization that he became Rock! 

  

 


